Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 295 K; mean (C-C) = 0.007 Å; R factor = 0.061; wR factor = 0.172; data-to-parameter ratio = 16.0.
In the title compound, [Fe(C 5 H 5 )(C 17 H 16 NO 4 )], the O C-C C-N mean plane is twisted with respect to the mean planes of the benzene and substituted cyclopentadienyl rings by 44.2 (2) and 13.8 (3) , respectively. Furthermore, the O C-C C-N mean plane and the O C-O(ester) plane make a dihedral angle of 55.5 (6) . Consistent with this large dihedral angle, the linking C-C bond [1.507 (6) Å ] does not show any (delocalized) double-bond character.
Related literature
For background to the use of enaminones and enamine esters in coordination chemistry, supramolecular chemistry and organometallic chemistry, see: Prokop et al. (2001) ; Elassar & El-Khair (2003) ; Kascheres (2003) ; Shi et al. (2004 Shi et al. ( , 2006 Shi et al. ( , 2008 . For related structures, see: Prokop et al. (2001) .
Experimental
Crystal data [Fe(C 5 )R, in good yields (Shi et al., 2004) . As part of an ongoing investigation of the chemistry of ferrocenyl enaminones and related compounds (Shi et al., 2006) and structurally characterized.
As noted in the compounds previously reported, the O═ C-C═C-N moiety is planar and the bond lengths indicate electron delocalization (Shi et al., 2004) . The O═C-C═C-N plane is twisted with respect to the benzene and substituted cyclopentadienyl rings by 44.2 (2) and 13.8 (3)° whereas the values in an analogous compound are 38.2 (2) and 2.5 (2)°( et al., 2001) . Furthermore, the O═C-C═C-N plane and the O═ C-O plane make a dihedral angle of 55.5 (6)°w hich is greater than that (48.1 (4)°) of the analogous compound. Consistent with the large dihedral angle between the O═C-C═C-N plane and ester group, the C13-C14 bond, is typical of a single bond (C sp2 -C sp2 ), and therefore indicates that the ester group is not involved in the conjugation of the O═C-C═C-N moiety. Similarly, the C10-C11 bond suggests that the substituted cyclopentadienyl ring is not involved in the conjugation of the O═ C-C═C-N moiety (Shi et al., 2006) .
Prokop

Experimental
A mixture of ethyl 4-ferrocenyl-2, 4-dioxobutanate (1.3 g, 4 mmol) and 4-aminophenol (0.43 g, 4 mmol) in 20 ml of absolute ethanol was refluxed for 18 h. After removal of the solvent, the residue was purified by chromatography on silica gel using diethyl ether and dichloromethane (v/v, 1:10) as an eluant to give the title compound as a purple-red solid (m.p. 
